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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since 
this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous 
Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .114. Applicant's 
.submission filed on 1/23/07 has been entered. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 108 objected to because of the following informalities: Antecedent 
problem with "the four edges." Appropriate correction is required. 

3. Claim 109 objected to because of the following informalities: Antecedent 
problem with u the first mating member." Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b), the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-5 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly anticipated by 
Ross et al. 

Ross discloses a connector apparatus for allowing quick electrical and mechanical 
coupling and decoupling of a display 202 to a support member (col. 3 lines 63-67) 
disposed within a vehicle, at a wall (title & abstract 1 st sentence), the apparatus 
comprising: a first mounting component fig. 3 for the display, the first mounting 
component having a first engaging member 308, 3 12, 3 14 and a first electrical 
connector 3 10, 316; and (b) a second mounting component fig. 2 for the support 
member disposed within the vehicle (col. 2 line 64 to col. 3 line 1), the second 
mounting component including a second engaging member 206 having a shape 
complementary to the first engaging member fig. 5 and a second electrical 
connector 204, 512 the second engaging member being configured to engage with 
the first engaging member fig. 5 to physically support the display on the support 
member fig. 5 disposed within the vehicle, at the wall, while the first electrical 
connector concurrently electrically couples the second electrical connector fig. 5, 
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whereby as long as the second engaging member is engaged with the first engaging 
member, electrical communication between the two electrical connectors is 
possible (if the display 202 is held by the engaging member then there necessarily 
has to be connection between the first and second connectors, there's no partial 
insertion stage for the display into the engaging member). 
Claim 2 Ross discloses that the first engaging member and the second engaging 
member are shaped (30.8 & hood at 3 12 in fig. 3) so as to prevent accidental 
decoupling of the display from the support member. 

Claim 3 Ross discloses that engagement of the first engaging member and the 
second engaging member supports substantially all of the weight of the display fig. 
5. 

Claim 4 Ross discloses securing means 308 for securing the first mounting 
component to the second mounting component when the first engaging member 
and the second engaging member are engaged. 

Claim 5 Ross discloses that the first and second electrical connectors mechanically 
engage one another when the first and second mounting components are 
mechanically engaged fig. 5. 

6. Claims 13-16, 51-54 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly 
anticipated by Ross et al. 
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Ross discloses an electrical connector apparatus for a support member (col. 3 lines 
63-67) disposed within a vehicle or at a wall (title, abstract 1 st sentence) for 
supporting a display 202 on a first mounting component fig. 3 so as to allow quick 
electrical and mechanical coupling and decoupling of the display to the support 
member, the first mounting component fig. 3 comprising: a first engaging member 
308, 312, 314; and a first electrical connector 310, 316; wherein the first mounting 
component is configured for selective coupling to a second mounting component 
fig. 2 mounted on the support member (col. 2 line 64 to col. 3 line 1) and including 
a second engaging member 206 having a shape complementary to the first 
engaging member fig. 5 and a second electrical connector 204, 512, so that when 
the first engaging member engages the second engaging member fig.5, the display 
will be physically supported on the support member fig. 5 in the vehicle or on the 
wall while the first electrical connector concurrently electrically couples the 
second electrical connector fig. 5 to also cause electrical communication between 
the two electrical connectors. 

Claims 14, 52 Ross discloses that the engaging members are shaped to prevent 
accidental uncoupling of the display from the support member (308 & hood at 3 12 
in fig. 3). 



Application/Control Number: 10/764,572 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2839 

Claims 15, 53 Ross discloses that when the engaging members engage the second 
engaging member support substantially all the weight of the display fig. 5. 
Claims 16, 54 Ross discloses securing means 308 for securing the first mounting 
component to the second when the engaging members are engaged. 
7. Claims 25-29, 31-35 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly 
anticipated by Sadler. 

Sadler discloses a connector apparatus fig. 1 for allowing quick electrical and 
mechanical coupling and decoupling of a display 6 substantially limited to 
displaying results of computer operations performed remote from the display 
(electronic device 5 has signals sent to it) to a support member 102, the apparatus 
comprising: (a) the display having a first mounting component fig. 1, the first 
mounting component having a first engaging member (shape of 5) and a first 
electrical connector (unnumbered at bottom of 5); and (b) a second mounting 
component 150, 180 for the support member, the second mounting component 
including a second engaging member 180 having a shape complementary to the 
first engaging member fig. 1 and a second electrical connector 166, the second 
engaging member being configured to engage with the first engaging member to 
physically support the display fig. 1 on the support member, while the first 
electrical connector concurrently electrically couples the second electrical 
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connector, whereby as long as the second engaging member is engaged with the 
first engaging member electrical communication between the two electrical 
connectors is possible (if the display is held by the engaging member then there 
necessarily has to be connection between the first and second connectors, there's 
no partial insertion stage for the display into the engaging member because of 
gravity). 

Claims 26, 32 Sadler discloses that the engaging members are shaped to prevent 
accidental uncoupling of the display from the support member e.g. fig. 5. 
Claims 27, 33 Sadler discloses that when the engaging members engage the second 
engaging member support substantially all the weight of the display fig. 1. 
Claims 28, 34 Sadler discloses securing means 162 for securing the first mounting 
component to the second when the engaging members are engaged. 
Claims 29, 35 Sadler discloses that the first and second electrical connectors 
mechanically engage fig. 1 one another when the first and second mounting 
components are mechanically engaged fig. 4. 

8. Claims 103, 105-107, 109-1 10 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
clearly anticipated by applicant cited Satou. 

Satou discloses a system comprising a display monitor 21 and a connector 
apparatus for allowing quick electrical and mechanical coupling and decoupling of 
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said display monitor fig. 4 to a support member 2, said system comprising: a first 
component mounted on said display monitor, said first component having a first 
engaging member 35, 36, 37 and a first electrical connector 40; and a second 
component mountable to said support member, said second component having a 
second engaging member 11,12 and a second electrical connector 17, wherein said 
first and second engaging members have complementary shapes to allow the first 
engaging member to be lowered onto the second engaging member to engage 
therewith (figures 5-7) so that the support member physically supports said display 
screen fig. 3, while said first electrical connector concurrently couples with said 
second electrical connector fig. 7 to permit electrical communication therebetween. 
Claim 105 Satou discloses that the first engaging member includes a protrusion 
(figures 5 & 6). 

Claims 106 & 107 Satou discloses that the protrusion is wedge-shaped (fig. 6 
beveled edges) and separated from the connector fig. 5. 
Claim 1 09 Satou discloses that the second component includes a cup-shaped 
housing fig. 5 having a housing component forming a recess 12 for receiving the 
first mating member of the first component fig. 5, and for necessitating, during 
removal of the first engaging member from the recess, an upward lifting of the first 
engaging member to remove the first engaging member from the recess. 
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Claim 110 Satou discloses that after engagement of the first engaging member and 
the second engaging member, substantially all of the weight of the display monitor 
is supported by the second engaging member (figures 3 & 4). 
9. Glaims 113-114, 116-117, 1 19-120 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
clearly anticipated by applicant cited Satou. 

Satou discloses a connector apparatus for allowing quick electrical and mechanical 
coupling and decoupling of a display monitor to a support member fig. 4, said 
connector apparatus comprising: a first component having a first engaging member 
35, 36, 37 and a first electrical connector 40; and a second component having a 
second engaging member 11,12 and a second electrical connector 17, wherein a) 
the first component is mountable to one of the display monitor 21 and the support 
member and the second component is mountable to the other one of the display 
monitor and the support member 2, b) the first engaging member and second 
engaging member have complementary shapes to allow the first engaging member 
and the second engaging member to engage so that the support member physically 
supports said display screen (figures 3-7), while said first electrical connector and 
second electrical connector concurrently couple fig. 7 to permit electrical 
communication therebetween, and c) the first engaging member includes the first 
electrical connector fig. 6. 
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Claim 1 14 Satou discloses that the second engaging member includes the second 
electrical connector fig. 6. 

Claims 1 16 & 117 Satou discloses that the protrusion is wedge-shaped (fig. 6 

beveled edges) and separated from the connector fig. 5. 

Claim 1 19 Satou discloses that the second component includes a cup-shaped 

housing fig. 5 having a housing component forming a recess 12 for receiving the 

first mating member of the first component fig. 5, and for necessitating, during 

removal of the first engaging member from the recess, an upward lifting of the first 

engaging member to remove the first engaging member from the recess. 

Claim 120 Satou discloses that after engagement of the first engaging member and 

the second engaging member, substantially all of the weight of the display monitor 

is supported by the second engaging member (figures 3 & 4). 

10. Claims 103-104, 111-113, 115, 121-122 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 

being clearly anticipated by Kunert. 

Kunert discloses a system comprising a display monitor (90 in fig. 1 A unnumbered 
top) and a connector apparatus for allowing quick electrical and mechanical 
coupling and decoupling of said display monitor fig. 8A to a support member 20, 
said system comprising: a first component fig. 1 A mounted on said display 
monitor, said first component having a first engaging member 46, 48 and a first 
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electrical connector 96; and a second component mountable to said support 
member, said second component having a second engaging member 40 and a 
second electrical connector 32, wherein said first and second engaging members 
have complementary shapes to allow the first engaging member to be lowered onto 
the second engaging member to engage therewith (figures 8 A, 10, 1 1) so that the 
support member physically supports said display screen fig. 4, while said first 
electrical connector concurrently couples with said second electrical connector 
(fig. 4 at 32) to permit electrical communication therebetween. 
Claims 104, 115 Kunert discloses that the first component is mounted at a rear 
surface of the display monitor fig. 1 A. 

Claims 111, 121 Kunert discloses that neither the first engaging member nor the 
second engaging member are visible to a user facing the front of the display 
monitor (when display monitor is mounted). 

Claims 112, 122 Kunert discloses that the first component is mounted on the rear 
surface of the display monitor and the first component includes a protrusion 48 that 
is inserted into a recess of the second engaging member fig. 8A. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

1 1 . Claims 108, 118 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

12. Claims 6, 17-18, 30, 36-37, 55-56, are allowed over the prior art of record. 

Conclusion 

13. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Michael C. Zarroli whose telephone number is 
571-272-2101. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30 to 3:30 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, T.C. Patel can be reached on (571) 272-2800 ext 39. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-2 1 7-9 1 97 (toll-free). 
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